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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
PUZZLE - EMPTY SPACES - TIME -PEOPLE - EVENTS - 
FILL IN THE BLANKS! We have been working on the mother of 
all crossword puzzles, the Top Cat's puzzle, trying to fit all pieces 
together for 2003. Look below and see if your name would fit in 
one of the spaces we need to complete in order to solve the pi1771e. 

Ride Calendar: We need Road Captains to lead Top Cats rides. 
Do you have a road you love to ride or want to explore some new 
routes, contact Jim Haase, 847-910-7845. He can let you know 
dates that are available and give you the name of a Senior Road 
Captain that will work with you and answer any questions you 
may have in setting up a great ride. 

Networking: We are an organization of businessmen and busi-
nesswomen. There are several ways to promote your business 
within Top Cats. We need a person to coordinate advertising for 
ROAR. Contact Don Schaffer at 847-564-1489 for details. You 
can advertise in ROAR, you can also submit articles to be pub-
lished in ROAR by contacting Wayne Kirkpatrick, 847-847-854- 
4137. We are in the beginning stages of compiling a Top Cats 
Members Business Directory. Bring you business card to the next 
meeting and give it to me and if you can't be at the meeting, FAX 
your card to Sandra Vernon at 847-634-6158. We can't do a direc-
tory if we don't have the information to put in it! Put your busi-
ness out in front at a meeting by contacting Chuck Prettyman, 
847-382-4269, and get your name on our program to speak at a 
meeting. 

Charity Ride: Our ride this year will be held on September 28th. 
Some of the spaces have been filled but there are still a few blanks 
that we can fit your name into. For example, Pre-Registration, 
Ride Day Security, Silent Auction, and Volunteer Assignments for 
Ride Day. Give Chuck Prettyman, 847-382-4269, a call and "Get 
In The Game" on Ride Day for N.I.S.R.A. (Northern Illinois 
Special Recreation Association). 

Website: Sal Saccomanno's name has filled in the space for 
Webmaster in 2003. Check it out at www.topcats.org . You can get 
current, up to date information on upcoming events by logging 
onto the website or calling the Top Cats Hotline at 847-622-3501 
thanks to Sal and Rob Mann. 

Safety: This is an easy space to fill. Attend a Group Riding and 
Safety Seminar offered to our members by our Safety Committee. 
We don't teach you how to ride, we teach you how the Top Cats 
ride. You can have coffee and camaraderie while fulfilling a Top 
Cats membership requirement, attend the G.R.A.S.S. class com-
ing up on February 9th at 9:00 A.M. at the Village Tavern in 
Buffalo Grove, check with Ric Case at 847-363-1542 if you need 
more details. 

Ride Safe 

Top Cats: 
History, Purpose, and Benefits 
By Chuck Prettyman 

Carl "Virgo" Bender had a concept when he gath-
ered with his fellow motorcycle riders to organize 
their group; let's form an organization, but we will 
make it a little different, more selective, and a few 
benefits. 

Top Cats membership is limited, or rather selective, 
because the additional benefits Virgo envisioned, 
as well as incorporated into the organization's char-
ter, was to encourage networking between those 
members that shared that quality that made them 
selected member of Top Cats. We are still short on 
Kings, Queens, and Heads of State, but we do have 
an eclectic mix of business owners, managers, 
executives, and entrepreneurs. 

So, in this coming year we are going to forgo the 
guest speaker, who may or may not show up, for 
the opportunity to hear from our members; that 
interesting group of diverse personalities that make 
this, sell that, fixes whatever, and tell others how to 
do what. 

Beware! Some of our new members will be drafted; 
some older members will need to explain they do 
WHAT? And HOW DO YOU GET AWAY WITH 
THAT? Matt Kas, a recent addition to our august 
group, is a Motorola Engineer, who will explain 
WHY at the February meeting. 

BE prepared. You can volunteer and have time to 
organize or be the chosen one and have four weeks 
notice to be the speaker next month. You have five 
minutes; some hand outs are appropriate, dis-
counts are encouraged, business cards are smart, 
humor is a plus, and new business may follow. 

You may want to team up with a competitor and 
share your perspective; that could be fun. 

Sandra Vernon 



TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 

President 	Sandra Vernon 
(vern693@aol.com) 

847/634-6402 

Vice President 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 
a heniff@mailstation.com) 

847/381-5357 

Treasurer 	Don Schaffer 
(numbersman@svw-cpa.com) 

847/564-1489 

Secretary 	John Lunde 
(mongerl@hotrnail.com) 

815/459-2488 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 
(wkirkpa177@aol.com ) 

847/854-4137 

Director 	Bard Boand 
(hboand@fedex.eom) 

847/381-1393 

Director 	John Fraccaro 
(ffraccaro@juno.com) 

847/697-9607 

Director 	Jim "Taz" Krepel 
Hazman69er@netscape.net) 

815/459-9345 

Director 	Chuck Prettyman 
(cpman4@aol.com) 

847/382-4269 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the FOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  HOTUNE: (£347)622-3501 e-mail: topcats mcc(Mhottmail.com  

NEXT MEETING: Febuary 4, 2003 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Jiro Haase (jimhaase@attbi.com ) 847/776-7845 
Advertising 
Membership 	Kathy Citko (kc1544@yahoo.com ) 847/918-9464 
Charity Ride 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@aoLcom) 847/382-4269 
Products 
Communications 	John Fraccaro 0 fraccaro@juno.com) 
Roar 	 Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 

(wkirkpa177@aol.com ) 
Website 	Alicia Kuntro (aliciakumr@aoLcom) 
Hotline 	Rob "Mow Man" Maim (mowman13@aoLcom) 

847/697-9607 
847/854-4137 

847/639-4009 
847-537-8989 

Safety 	Ric Case (riccase@ameritec.net ) 847/363-1542 
Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com) 847/438-4998 

IRAND'Y'S CYCILIE 

111LEHMANTRIKES,INC. 
(847) 669-0256 

Fax (847) 669-0772 
www.randyscycle.com  

RANDY WEAVER 
11013 Route 47 
P.O. Box 516 
Huntley, IL 60142 

4Pfirder4074swir 
550 East Northwest Highway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK ! 

• SALES 

• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
WWWDPHONDA.COM  

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines Il. 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 



ADVANCED 
&Wont DeAilitt 

Tailor Made Sea,ts, 
Saddlebags & Show Bike Seats 

www.alligatorbob.com  

(847) 
265-9378 
• . ■ 
(Customize 

Your 
Favorite 

Stock 
Or After 

Market Seat 
v *A 	• 

• Largest Selection Of Exotic Skins 
In The Midwest 

• Pro Pad Seat Padding For Added Comfort * 
• Complete Line Of Leather Apparel 

39442 N. Rte. 59 Lake Villa, IL 60046 

;IL 

Kaution Korner 
By Ric "CLUTCH" Case 

Get in Shape!!!! 

This is probably the pot calling the kettle black, 
but here goes. You need to exercise during 
these cold winter months. Just to stay warm. No, 
not really but, to get or stay in shape for the rid-
ing season. 

The most used and least worked muscles for rid-
ing are your back muscles. So, organize your 
workout around strengthening your back. The 
next are your arms and particularly your hands 
and wrists. Doing curls and squeezing a pair of 
grips will add strength here. Push ups and pull 
ups work nicely on the biceps, triceps and fore-
arms. Next you need to keep those legs strong 
and flexible to hold that scooter and co-rider up 
right. Squat thrusts, deep knee bends, and touch-
ing your toes work nicely here. Also work the 
back muscles as well. 

Your back and neck can get stiff and sore from 
those longer rides, so a little preventive exercise 
with nautilus equipment at the local gym will 
help prevent and ease the stiffness in your neck. 
Or simply put resistance on your neck by firmly 
holding your hand to the side of your head and 
apply lots of pressure. I'm sure you have some 
of your own personal favorites for working any 
of these muscles groups. Just do it now and be 
ready when warm weather hits. Believe it or not 
it will be here before you know it, so be pre-
pared to take advantage of those warm days 
ahead. 

Don't forget those motorcycle registrations for 
both the state and your local village or commu-
nity, need to be on your bike before the end of 
March so just take care of it now. 

Ride Free  

You Should See the Size of the Stork! 

At 1:37 PM on January 15, 2003, a spanking new 
Harley-Davidson was delivered to the Sgarlata's. Bob 
Sgarlata, the proud father boasted the new baby was 
93.7 inches long and weighed 710 pounds! The baby 
was decked out in vivid black with numerous chrome 
options and upgrades. Sue Sgarlata, the baby's moth-
er, claimed the baby's voracious appetite was only sat-
isfied with a Stage Two Big Bore Kit that, in her words, 
"Left the baby acting and sounding like a screamin' 
eagle." 

The proud papa said "We're going to spend as much 
time together as possible. VVe're going to travel, go to 
ball games, visit friends, play with other bikes and 
hopefully never be apart." Bob added that it was one 
the most emotional moments of his life when Dr. Cycle 
twisted the baby's right arm and the new bike roared 
to life. "He was so loud" Bob reported, "that everyone 
in the neighborhood heard the arrival of our new baby 
boy." 

Asked how he knew it was a boy bike, Bob calmly 
said, "It is a Road King." 



JANUARY 2003 BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

By Don Schaffer, Treasurer 

On October 14, 2003, the Top Cats Illinois Board 
was convened at Duke's Grill in Wauconda, 
President Sandra Vernon presiding. Members pre-
sent were: Sandra Vernon, Jim Heniff, Don 
Schaffer, Wayne Kirkpatrick, Bard Boand, John 
Fraccaro, Chuck Prettyman, Jim Hasse, Terry 
Kumro, Kathy Citko, Pete Hemmelgarn, Cheryl 
Hemmelgarn, Ric Case, and Rob Mann. 

Kathy Citko presented membership applications 
from D. Mark Sullivan, Regular Member sponsored 
by Tom Temple, Pam Hoffman, Regular Member, 
sponsored by George Cumpata, and Susan Apel, 
Associate Member, sponsored by Ed Apel. All had 
submitted applications, ride waivers, and dues. All 
were approved. It was noted that unpaid members 
as of January 31, 2003, would be removed from 
the roster and Roar circulation list as of February 
1, 2003. 

A proposed ride calendar for 2003 was distributed 
by Jim Haase. Several events remain unassigned 
and unscheduled. A final calendar will be present-
ed at the February Board meeting. 

The final financial report for the 15 months ended 
December 31, 2002 was presented and approved. 
Copies of the statement are available to the gener-
al membership upon request to the Treasurer. A 
deposit was authorized for the Spring Awards 
Dinner to be held on March 21, 2003, at Fritzl's in 
Lake Zurich. Members will be required to make 
reservations as pay in advance for the banquet. 

The Safety Committee has scheduled the first 
GRASS class for Sunday, February 9, 2003, at 
8:30 AM at the Village Grill and Tavern in Buffalo 
Grove. 

Officer assignments for Roar articles were distrib-
uted. Wayne Kirkpatrick showed the Board how 
the actual publication of Roar takes place, and 
encouraged all to send articles and pictures. 

Board meetings for the coming year have been 
moved to the second Tuesday of the month at 
Duke's Grill. The March Board meeting will be held 
immediately following the general membership 

meeting. Meeting adjourned.  

Top Cat Charities 
By Chuck Prettyman 

Has a different sound to it, doesn't it. We will have anoth-
er fun ride this year; and you know why? 

It was decided by the membership that voted that Top Cats 
continue a tradition of making an annual effort to provide 
financial support to those less fortunate. Simple, isn't it? 
Well, awhile back it was decided that rather than every-
one writing a check, we should host a motorcycle ride. It 
is, after all, part of what we do; we ride motorcycles. This 
is not an appeal. This is a statement of fact. If all those 
of us who agree we should do this thing did some small 
part to make it happen, it will work. Because there is no 
reason the responsibility to get this done can't be shared 
with and amongst all the qualified members who think it's 
a great idea to keep doing our charity thing. Each part 
of the whole can be broken down to committees that have, 
not only the responsibility, but the empowerment, to 
achieve their individual goals. That's who is running this 
years event, members who will nnake an effort. And they 
need your assistance, your ideas, your leadership, sales, 
and communication skills. 

We have a plethora of talent that needs to get involved. 
Best effort, that's all we need. If Sal Saccomanno gets 
help NOW in securing corporate sponsors, the bike can 
be paid off. It can be displayed sooner than August if we 
get another 2003. How about a Wide Glide, Softail, or 
Fat Boy? If we get enough corporate support we can get 
the bike that more people want. That means more tickets, 
but, hey, they will sell easier, too. And if they don't? We 
still have the bike paid and we have the ride to raise some 
funds. 

This is not going to be a pressure year if we all help out. 
Janet and Kevin Riddick count on all members to pick up 
and sell, eat, give away, or whatever, ten tickets. Set a 
goal to have them gone before summer at the bucks a 
pop. Pay up front and make life easier. 

Dan Strickler will need help moving the bike, setting up 
places to display it and sell tickets. He doesn't have every 
Saturday and Sunday off, so give him a break and pitch 
in a weekend or two. 

Let Bernie Weiss know if you think we should get sonne-
thing other than a Sporty. I think we should, but it's your 
club, too. 
Can you get us some printing donated? How about items 
for the auction? Tickets, prizes, snacks, rolls for breakfast, 
a new ranch in Montana, the new Dodge 4 wheel, 300 
mile per hour, $250K motorcycle? See, we will take any-
thing. But we need you! Call Sal, Kevin, Janet, Ken, or 
Dan. Call Chuck if you want to run your own committee. 

And one more thought. Do you have a favorite charity 
that you donate to or support in other ways? Do you think 
we should consider including those or other charities in 
our largess? As Top Cats, we have that option to donate 
how much and to whom. Think about it. Let me know. I'll 
let the Board know how you feel, But do it soon. 



Old Truckers Never Die... 
By Traveler 

One of the most complex documents created by mankind is an 
insurance policy. It's often filled with purposely confusing 
legalese descriptions of what is, and is not, covered. Just like 
a vehicle owner's manual, we seldom read an insurance policy 
until we have a specific need to find something out about our 
coverage and then, it's usually after the fact that we discover 
we aren't covered. 

Motorcycle insurance is like gambling. You bet the insurance 
company that you're going to crash and they bet you that you 
won't. If you crash, they lose the bet and have to pay. If you 
don't crash, you lose the bet and you have to pay. Now, the 
insurance company has an edge on improving their odds of 
winning. They may require motorcycle training or experience, 
licensing, etc., before they insure you. If your chances of 
crashing are high, then their chances of losing the bet are high 
so, they charge you more to place your bet. On top of all this, 
they cheat! It's called "Fine Print." Hidden in "Fine Print", 
and disguised in legalize are exceptions, disclaimers, clauses, 
limits, and circumstantial coverage. If you aren't aware of the 
details of your policy...it's worth your time now to get famil-
iar before you place your next bet. 

I would not be at all surprised to hear of a rider who hit a 
Peterbuilt truck and subsequently discovered that he was only 
covered against hitting Mack trucks. This poor rider would 
have to pay to get a new Peterbuilt (no pun). If you want to 
make absolutely sure that you never have to pay to get a 
Peterbuilt for someone else, you just might consider the fol-
lowing: 

Brand new bike. You get it insured, titled, licensed and you 
can't wait to pick it up. You ride it for a week and then your 
new accessories come in. You have your dealer install the 
$10,000 in accessories and...off you go to the Broken Oar to 
show off your new ride. Wham! Down you go on a curve, 
sliding along on your butt as you watch your new scooter tum-
ble along the pavement trailing a shower of sparks, plastic, 
chrome, paint, and oil. Did you increase your collision cover-
age to include the $10,000 in new accessories? If not, all of 
those little pieces of plastic and chrome laying all over the 
highway just became your new Peterbuilt. 

Summer ride. Rippin' down the highway, feelin' good when 
you hit a curve too hot. Instinct overrides technique and you 
nail the rear brake instead of leaning more through the turn. 
Down you go. After regaining your senses you find yourself 
explaining your accident to a police officer so you can get a 
report and file a claim with your insurance company. The 
police report then specifies rider error as the cause of the acci-
dent. Now, if your policy has a "Fine Print" clause under col-
lision coverage that does not cover rider error or...you have 
$1,000 deductible on your coverage, you are stuck for a new 
Peterbuilt or $1,000 worth of one. Guess what? If you would 
have read your policy you might have found that you have 
uninsured motorist (UIM) coverage with no deductible. 
What's UIM got to do with it? If you were run off the road by 
another vehicle that didn't stop, you are covered under UIM. 
Remember, you are the one who explains to the police officer 
just how the accident happened. Hmmmmmm 

Neighbors. You bring your new bike home and the rumble of 
the pipes draw the interest of every neighbor in earshot. You 
have four guys standing around it in your driveway ogling 
your new iron like a wet t-shirt contest. The four-year-old son 
of one of your neighbors touches the gleaming chrome exhaust 
pipe and burns the hell out of his hand. Guess what? You 

probably have two problems to deal with. First, your motor-
cycle insurance won't cover the kid's injuries or any subse-
quent lawsuit. Second, you created an "Aftractive Nuisance" 
when you parked your new scooter in your drive and you may 
be deemed liable by a court for the kid's injuries. Check your 
homeowners policy or your personal liability policy in this 
case. 

Motorclothes. After you slide down the highway following 
that trail of sparks and parts that your bike is leaving behind, 
you will notice, sometime afterwards, that the seat of your 
pants is missing ($35.00), there's a chunk out of your helmet 
($400.00), your favorite leather jacket is now torn ($500.00), 
your sunglasses are destroyed ($50.00), the palm of your left 
glove is shredded ($65.00) and your boots are torn apart 
($200.00). You just lost over $1,200.00 worth of protective 
gear in a few seconds. Expect to double that figure if you have 
a passenger. Most policies will cover your protective gear if 
the accident is covered and if you are insured for a passenger. 
If you aren't, you just got another Peterbuilt. 

Buddies. All friendships have a threshold. Old Billy Buddy 
talks you into letting him take your bike around the block. He 
claims he's an old, experienced rider with many hours of sad-
dle time. You believe him and off he, and your precious scoot-
er go, never to return in the same condition. He drops it, gets 
hurt, breaks your bike and, all of a sudden isn't your friend 
anymore. Does your policy cover the damage and subsequent 
lawsuit? Typically, no. Motorcycle coverage is usually prime 
- rider only coverage. That means you and your bike, are cov-
ered and no one else. 

Passengers. Most divorces result in an equal division of mar-
ital property. Community Property laws are intended to pro-
vide a degree of fairness to a divorce. Unfortunately, if you 
don't have passenger coverage, you can lose more in a motor-
cycle accident with a passenger than you could if you divorced 
her. Make sure you have medical and liability coverage for 
your passenger. 

Repairs. Never accept repairs to a motorcycle part if you can 
have a new replacement part. Demand it. If you have a 
scratched brake lever from an accident, and it appears to be 
functional, you are better off replacing it because it has been 
stressed. Now, I'm not suggesting doing anything illegal or 
unethical but, if that scratched lever were broken, an insurance 
adjuster would have no choice but to include it for replace-
ment. If it was just scratched, it might not be included. 

Seasonal coverage. Think twice about insuring your bike all 
year, not just during the riding season. If you only insure dur-
ing the riding season, you run a couple of risks. First, there's 
that unusual January day where the sun shines and the temper-
ature rises to the low 60's. Your buddies convince you to go 
for a ride with them and the temptation is just too much to 
resist. You aren't about to tell them you can't ride because 
you're not insured. Off you go and you have an accident and 
you aren't insured. Or, you move the bike around in the garage 
to clean it or polish it or do some maintenance to it during the 
winter and you tip it over. You might find that, with your sea-
sonal coverage, you have no insurance against that incidental 
damage. That's right...you just got a new Peterbuilt. 

We're all too young to get a new Peterbuilt, so read and under-
stand the limits of your policy. If you aren't 100% sure of what 
is covered, ask your agent, preferably in writing, to clarify it. 
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FAT 
ENKI Mihey's Trikey's &wing 

Custom &wing 
Patches, Zippers 5naps 

Custom Body jewelry 

174S1 Mikey 	347-353-3167 

*Cars* 
*Boats* 

*And More* 

*Motorcycles* 
*Snowmobiles* 
*Trucks* 	*Planes* 

ps  
CIP  

Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  

Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 

New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 

1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 

421N. Northwest Highway 
Barrington, IL 60010 • 847-382-3474 

Xg,00 	XXXXXXXXXOX 

MOBILE DETAILINe 

WE COME TO YOU  

10°/0 of all sales goes to NISRA 

SERVICE TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS 

Call Jim Elder @LieId Enterprises 
(708) 865.1959 WWW. Lield.com  

SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 	I HARM" DAVIOSON0 

SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 44W 
SUNDAY CLOSED 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 
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AMILAPP  

gl?trtilcc 
From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

(847) 526-4499 
110 South Main Street Wauconda, IL. 60084 



SPECIALIZING IN AMERICAN MADE MOTORCYCLES 
1975 E. Rand Road Anington Heights, tL 60004 

Phone: 847 368 0900 Fax:847 368 0999 
www.americasopenroad.com  

TOP CAT'S ACTIVITIES 
(Jan - Mar 2003) 

DATE TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION LEADER 
Sun-1/26 4:00 PM Super Bowl Party Fox and Hound, Schaumburg J. Haase 
Tue-2/4 7:30 PM General Meeting Mandile's, Algonquin S. Vernon 
Sun-2/9 9:00 AM G.R.A.S.S Class Village Tavern,Buffalo Grove R. Case 
Tue-2/11 7:30 PM Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Tue-3/4 7:30 PM General Meeting Mandile's, Algonquin S. Vernon 
Tue-3/4 8:30 PM Board Meeting Mandile's, Algonquin S. Vernon 
Fri-3/21 6:30 PM Awards Banquet Fritzl's, Lake Zurich B. Boand 

G- LAX ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(84'7) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
	 GEORGE J. LAX 

HEATING 
	

CELL # (847) 533-5236 
HUMIDIFICATION 
	

P() BOX 725 
SHEET METAL 
	 LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 



DATES, HOTELS and General Information. 
By Bard "Judge" Boand 

STURGIS ON THE RIVER (Little Sturgis) June 13, 14, 15, along the banks of the Mississippi River in 
Davenport, Iowa. Top Cats will leave Egg Harbor, Barrington Ill, Friday June 13, at 10am, take a beautiful 
4+hour country back roads ride to Davenport. Many vendors, bands, wet t-shirt contests, organized rides, and a 
great 5-Star dinner at the Duck City Bistro Saturday night with Sir Charles and his lovely Queen Malisa. Our 
host hotel is 1 block from the rally and has secure motorcycle parking. We are also 1 block from a riverboat casi-
no, and many bars and restaurants within walking distance. 

Sunday, we will take the Great River Road north and lunch in Galena on the way back via the Stage Coach Trail. 
This ride has been voted in the past the most scenic Top Cats ride. The Radisson Quad City Plaza Hotel has 20 
rooms blocked for Top Cats, but they must be booked no later than May 12, or they will be released. HOTEL: 
Radisson Quad City Plaza, contact Mrs. Kim Bothel 563-322-2200. Top Cats rate: $89. Book now...the rooms will 
go quickly check out website: www.sturgisontheriver.com  for more rally details. 

BIG STURGIS, South Dakota, Aug 4 thru 10, 2003 The granddaddy of them all, and I guarantee you, no other 
motorcycle club in the world has Sturgis wired, organized and planned as well as Top Cats. Its a slam dunk, all 
you need is to sign up and bring your credit card. Leave Egg Harbor, Barrington, 8:00am Wednesday July 30, 
Arrive Hotel Alex Johnson, Rapid City SD Friday Aug 1st. Arriving Friday before the official start of the rally 
has proven a good idea. The rally is un-officially already underway, without the crowd of 500,000 people that are 
there mid-the following week. We take a 2 1/2 day, 2 lane scenic ride. Day 1 thru the Amish Wisconsin country-
side, then up the Mississippi to Winona, MN, then to our hotel in Mankato for the best Bloody Marys in town, 
then to a special dinner, at a special club, that even the lady Top Cats have come to enjoy. Sue Apel never had 
so much fun. Day 2, a straight shot across MN and SD to Pierre, passing the sunflower fields, waiving at the farm-
ers on their John Deere tractors, and enjoying the miles of wide open spaces the developers haven't ruined yet. 
Arrive late afternoon at the Kelly Inn, where the Welcome Back Top Cats sign is up on the marquee, a drink 
with Miss Kitty at the Long Branch Saloon, then a 5-Star dinner at LeMinestra Bistro hosted annually by the 
owners, Mark and Kathy who welcoine us every year with outstanding food and drink. ( All within walking dis-
tance of our Hotel ) Day 3, more wide open spaces, a trip thru the Bad Lands, lunch at Wall Drug Store for their 
world famous "Free Ice Water", then on to the Hotel Alex Johnson, Rapid City, SD, arriving mid-afternoon. This 
Hotel is special. Its a 100 years old historic painted lady, beautiful historic charm, 2 bars including an Irish Pub , 
the only 3 Diamond Restaurant in South Dakota, and a warm and friendly staff and owners who put out the red 
carpet for the Top Cats every year. A stay at the Alex Johnson is a real treat. They even publish a special Top 
Cats Reserve Wine List, and the Master Chef Dennis comes out at every meal to check up on things, and the Bar 
Manager Robert is always making sure every glass in full once the bikes are parked. We will have organized rides 
almost every day to Mt Rushmoor, Custer State Park, (ride with the Buffalo) Crazy Horse, Spearfish Canyon, 
Wyoming Wednesday to Hullet Ham and Jam and Sundance and Devils Tower. Ride with Sergeant Brissolara 
of the 7th Cavalry thru the Pine Ridge Indian reservation, and have a very special annual Sturgis Dinner Tuesday 
Aug 5th in the grand ballroom of the Alex Johnson, with the music and entertainment provided by the owners 
of the Alex Johnson. The list goes on, and on and on, there is never a dull moment. The riding and scenic beau-
ty of the Black Hills is spectacular, and camaradiere of all your Top Cats Bros and Sis's makes you feel really 
special. Don't miss this Top Cats ride. It will be the memory of a lifetime. First Timers always welcome (they're 
the most fun) but I strongly recommend a windshield, rain gear, and an air cushion if your so daring to bring a 
Sportster. Hotels:*July 30, Wed, Mankato MN, Holiday Inn Downtown. 507-345-1234 Special Top Cats Rate: $63 
15 rooms blocked. **July 31, Thursday, Pierre SD, The Kelly Inn, contact John, 605-224-4140 Special Top Cats 
Rate: $54. 15 rooms blocked. ***Aug 1st until you leave, Rapid City SD, Hotel Alex Johnson contact Donna 
Knapp Phone: 800-888-ALEX Special Top Cats Rate: $185. 40 rooms blocked for us. Check out www.stur-
gisrally.com, www.rallyinfo.com, www.sturgisrallyand races.com  for more info, and send me a e-mail at 
bboand@fedex.com  and I'll put you on my own personal Sturgis Update newsline mailing list. 
MAKE THE CALLS TODAY...rooms wont last long. Sturgis will also be celebrating Harley's 100th anniversary, 
as well as introducing the 2004 HD lineup at the Civic Center, walking distance from the Hotel . 
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MINUTES OF JANUARY 
2003 GENERAL MEETING 

. By John Lunde — Secretary 

At 7:37 PM, Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 
began the installation of the new officers of the 
Board. The ceremonial handing over of the 
Presidential gavel to Sandy Vernon was com-
pleted shortly thereafter at 7:39. Traveler also 
presented a magnificent Top Cats Flag with 
staff to Sandy to be used at our meetings. After 
presenting other tokens of appreciation, 
Traveler began with "Let's Roll" and officially 
installed the new Board. As Sandy took over 
the Presidency, she presented Traveler an 
inscribed paperweight with the Top Cats logo. 
Sandy then presented our current Board: 

Jim Heniff - Vice President: Jim introduced the 
Activities Chairman, Jim Haase. Following a 
multi-media presentation of the goals of the 
Activities Committee, Jim Haase presented 
those working with him. Jenny Ori, Ken 
Glassman, Terry Kumro and George Lax will 
work closely with Jim Haase to "facilitate and 
communicate" our Top Cats activities. 

John Lunde - Secretary: Introduced Cathy 
Citko as Membership Chair. Cathy simply stat-
ed, "show me your money" regarding delin-
quent dues and offered updated rosters. 

Don Schaffer - Treasurer: Described his posi-
tion and the Immediate need for someone to 
run Advertising. 

Chuck Prettyman - Director: Chuck introduced 
the Charity committee that included Sal 
Saccomano, Kevin and Janet Riddick, Don 
Schaffer, Ken Glassman and Dan Strickler. 
Chuck also stated that the Speakers Forum at 

Top Cats meetings would now focus on a 
membership network of our members. 

Bard "Judge" Boand - Director: Presented 
Awards Committee Chair, Pete and Cheryl 
Hemmelgarn. Bard also announced the 
Products Committee of Janet Riddick, Roberta 
Arsenault and Lori Hirschman. 

Jim "Taz" Krepel - Director: Presented Ride 
Safety Chair, Ric Case. Ric reminded everyone 
that there is a GRASS class on February 9th, 
9AM at the Village Pub in Buffalo Grove. 

John Fraccaro - Director: Presented Rob Mann 
- Hotline. John also presented the membership 
with the need for a Website Coordinator. If you 
have the skill, passion and desire, please con-
tact John regarding this vacancy. 

Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick - Past President: 
Wayne will take over the reigns of the ROAR 
once again and will coordinate the publication 
of our newsletter. He asked for any volunteers 
that want to contribute to contact him. 

Jim "Iceman" Heniff returned checks to mem-
bers who paid their dues twice. Chuck 
Prettyman introduced his guest, Marty Stark. 
Sandy then ran the 50/50; Jeff Jones and Linda 
Daro each won a T-Shirt and Corky Sharp won 
the $74 cash prize. 

At 8:27, Sandy concluded her first meeting with 
"Ride Safe" 



OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

RECALLS! 2002 Harley Davidson FLTRSEI Screamin' Eagle. 
782 units potentially affected. Cause: Braided clutch cable could 
rub against the rear brake line and cause brake line failure. 
NHTSA Recall #: 02V272. Harley Davidson Recall #: 0106. See 
your dealer and check out the details for your specific motorcy-
cle at www.nhtsa.gov. 

CARBS VS. FUEL INJECTION. Emission standards are driving 
internal combustion engine manufacturers to replace carburetors 
with fuel injection. In fact, by 2010 proposed emission standards 
are so stringent that carbureted engines cannot meet those stan-
dards. The old argument that you can get more horsepower out 
of a carbureted engine is valid only because current motorcycle 
fuel injection systems cannot be modified as easily as carbure-
tors. My bet, go with fuel injection and watch the after market 
explode with a variety of easily tweaked injection systems. 

AUTOMOBILE VS. MOTORCYCLE OIL. Stick with engine oil that 
is made for motorcycles. The biggest difference is that motorcy-
cle oils have protective metals like zinc, that are not in automo-
bile oils because they damage catalytic converters. Air - cooled 
engines also require oil that is stable at temperatures higher than 
water - cooled automobile engines. 

SHADES! Finally, the motorcycle industry has applied the tech-
nology of today's optics to motorcycling. For decades we have 
had light - sensitive eyeglasses that turn dark when exposed to 
sunlight and turn clear when shaded from sunlight. Now, we 
have a helmet face shield available that does that too. For $13.99, 
Progrip sells the Progrip 3000 face shield.that is light sensitive 
and anti - fog protective. Check it out at www.progrip.com  

REMINDER: INTERNATIONAL MOTORCYCLE SHOW. Mark 
your calendar and start talking to friends about attending the 
2003 International Motorcycle Show at the Stephens Convention 
Center in Rosemont, IL, February 7-9, 2003. Major motorcycle 
manufacturers will have their 2003 models on display and the 
place is usually packed with accessory vendors. 

OBITUARY. Don Vesco, an American icon in motorcycle land - 
speed racing, recently passed away at age 63, in Florida. Don 
had many motorcycle speed records to his credit and his goal 
before he died was to break the 500 mph barrier on a motorcycle. 

INSURANCE. The top three motorcycle insurance carriers, 
according to a recent survey are: Progressive Insurance, State 
Farm Insurance, and Dairyland Insurance. The top three types of 
motorcycles insured are: Luxury Tourers / Full Dressers, Sport - 
Tourers, and Heavyweight Cruiser. The top three age groups 
insuring motorcycles are: 51 - 60, 41 - 50, and 61 - 70! 

Biker Culture 
Random thoughts... 

If two heads are really better than one, why do they separate 
Siamese twins? 

You don't stop riding because you grow old, you grow old 
because you stop riding. (Just ask Chief in Woodbridge, VA.) 

You never see a motorcycle parked in front of a psychiatrist's 
office, do you? 

Vegetarian is an old indian word for bad hunter. 

Who is Jack Squat and why is he so popular anyway? 

The faster you ride, the quieter your passenger gets...to a point. 

No matter how experienced or how skilled you are, luck has a lot 
to do with safe riding. 

The human bladder is, in fact, connected to the fuel gage. If cal-
ibrated correctly, one will register empty when the other registers 
full. 

Life is an endless struggle full of frustrations and challenges but, 
eventually, you'll find a motorcycle you like. 

You are really getting old when you get the same thrill out of a 
couch that you get out of a motorcycle. 

I think the real reason couples over 50 don't have babies k 
because they'd put them down and forget where they left them. 

How come alcohol kills brain cells but not fat cells? 

Wisdom comes with age but, I think age sometimes rides solo. 

Ever notice that when you hang your leathers in the closet for the 
winter, they shrink two sizes? 

Chances are, that if you talked to a Geezer Glide rider you could 
discuss such things as hula hoops, lunch boxes with a Thermos, 
Simon says, skate keys, Cracker Jacks, wax lips, fender skirts, 
lake pipes, moon discs, Bandstand,and glass packs. Try that with 
someone on a Ninja. 

Life is short??? That's really the longest thing you ever do. 

Why do we say it's always in the last place you look? Does any-
one ever keep looking after they find something? 

I hate it when people say "Oh, you want to have your cake and 
eat it too? Damn right! That's why I have it. 

And always remember... those who live by the sword, get shot 
those who don't. 
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